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18 THE FIELD OF REFORM

rraciifil Work in Hie District ol

Columbia isrJiool

Operation In I5trnrllnjj Iiiit Xlrtnl
1rom tlic DronN of Juvcnllr

IJsrcllrnce tif the Home

Utiillllif il for Youthful Offender
of Luv loill Anil Iliclr Xnbora

It is difficult tor a visitor to the District
or Columbia Retorni School to realize the
fact that onl a few years ago the trlmly
ktpt park and fruitful fields enclosing the
several buildings and outhouses comprls

liil that establishment was a wild and
barren tract offering apparently little en
cojragement to an one hoping to reclaim

it to usefulness and beauty Such however
was the case and it Is perhaps not out of
the wa to draw an analog between this
fact in connection with the outward as ¬

pect of the Institution and the purposo
which it is accomplishing to draw even
from the most abandoned those elements
of good which ma He beneath the surface
and present to them n career of honor and
benefit to their Jellow -- creatures

To the accomplishment of this great end
tho present Superintendent of the Reform
School Col A G ShallenbcrRcr lajs down
three simple fundamental principles Tho
first of these Is to Instruct tho rupll by
giving him a thorough common school edu-
cation

¬

the second to develop his industrial
facultic H bj ascertaining the trade or oc-

cupation
¬

toward which he has a natural
leaning and to give him opportunities for
mastering the same so that he goes out
Into the world fully equipped for obtain-
ing

¬

an honorable subsistence and third
but by no means last in Importance to
instill into his heart those principles of
chhalrj and humanlt which teach him to
help one weaker than himself and to show
Alndncss and consideration to all around
him The principles fn ohed under all
these heads are of course Inculcated to-

gether
¬

during the inmates residence In
the Reform School and it Is ver seldom
indeed that the fall In producing good re-

sults
¬

PL 1- 1- - iuii it
into denominated TC- - Kc ne Punils

spectlvcl A B C and D each comprising
eighty hm aHJaI in he mechanical shops

dethese families is located the main build
ing of the school and the other three in
separate buildings ach of which contains
its own school room pla hall dormitor-
ies

¬

toilet appurtenances etc The families
are divided according to the ages of the
bos as to whether the arc white or
colored According to the present law a
boy retit be under sixteen ears ago
In order to procure admission to the
school and the President of the Doard of
Trustee Col Cecil Clay recommended In
Ills last report that Congress make the
limitation under seventeen jears for ne
reason that boys are sent to the Jail or
workhouse because Just too old for adxs
slon to the neform School who at the sans
time are not so bad as ounger bojs who
go to the school It would pcem better
to keep them from the associations of thesa
places The rupll remains In the school
until he is twent one jears of age unlc3s
sooner rerenned It is seldom found neccs
sar however to keep a boy during th
entire limit prescribed hy law

Inntntm All Mrl 1cil
There are two treat dining halls lo-

cated
¬

the main building In which tn
meals for the Thole school are turn shed
Good food and plenty of It Is one of Col-

onel
¬

Shalicnbergers principles in to
the care of boys and no one loaves the
great tables stocked with substantial vic-

tuals
¬

feeling disposed like Other Twit to
aslc for more
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su- -
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full cultliated in this part of the count
Several sorts of fruit are produced the J

neiorm ccuooi siraw Derries there
In their and melons of every kind
and quality are In no sense a tarit The
fact boys themselves share In

dainties Is no little incentive to their
labors and raturall induces them tu do
their best in producing the best specimens
of fruits while it serveB also as an agency
In the promotion of health and discip Ice

The plggcr which ocuplcs a wooJen
building of considerable extent well
stocked with fine specimens ot porcine
tribe furnishes all the iork needed A
dinner was felven to the bos a few days
before The Times reporters visit to thlr
home consisting entirely that delicate
and delectable dishes roast suckling
pig accompanied of courfe with sundry
vegetable trimmings A specimen from
the piggery that furnished the main
garnishment for feast gained tho
prize at the Chicago Worlds Fair

A large building Is devoted to the stab-
ling of JJe horses used upon the farm as
well as those cmploed In drawing the
wagons which bring certain class of
merchandise from the Institution to the
city for disposal Here also arc stabled the
cows seventeen In all which the milk
used in the establishment

ItrtA PrniH Model linker
There la an ample sufficiency of nill

therefore and an abundance of cream and
cheese Dread Is there ht plcnt for tho
hungrj bog and they eat no small quan
ta of the stan or We The bakery Is
a model Institution It Is provided with
the most improved lorra ot oven as well as
the latest rppllances for mixing dough

kitchens which situated in the
main building furnish a spectacle
of cleanliness and the rich glow rellectcd
In the huge copper kettles or boilers whlca

used In the cooking soup coffee tea
etc

Cleanliness In fact Is one of the most
notable features In connection with thr

It Is reflected rvcnnbcM
the reception and board rooms In thi

rasln building to the emote corners
of the dormitories The table covers In the
dining balls and the bed clothes In the
sleeping apartments are alike radiant with
Immaculate whiteness This no
wonder after has visited the laundr

building not far from the main entrance
full equipped with mangle and wringing
machine and a perfect institution of Its
kind

Personal cleanliness Is most rlgidl en-

forced Hot swimming are ronnected
with each family building In which the
bos bathe every Saturday A pupil upon
firm being received Is given lhcnugh
cleansing and completely furnlsocd with
clean clothing Abundant water Is ob
tained by means of a steam pumping ap-
paratus ot 100 horsc power cbne tcl with
an artesian well ISO deep The water
Is raised to the top of a tower at con-
siderable height above the other buildings
and excellent tupnlj of high pressure
is furnished

Colllratlon of rlovvrrs
The greenhouses which largely contrib-

ute to the ornamentation of the grounds
re ot much value and utility lo Insti-

tution to which they jleldcd an Income
during the past er or 117318 This sum
Is derived from talcs to local florists after
the gardens and beds ot grounds have
been stocked The surplus farm products
are disposed ot in like manner The great
est profit or Institution howecr is
derived from the paper box factory Tho
sums obtained from both of tfcese do no
go toward the support ot the hocl wh ci
U provided tor by annual arp oprlctlon

of JIGOCO but Into the Treas-
ury to the credit of the Government and
the District of Columbia Jointly I be
paper box factory Is large and we 1

cculppcd manufactory and supples many
of the florists and restaurant keepers ol

ell with this Indispensable adjunct
o theli stock There are atojt thlr boys
regularl cmplojcd here aided by the
latest machinery and devices for their
trade Elaborate specimens of handlwo K

are turned out b these Juvenileworkers
This establishment has been In operation
during ten years and as did all
the Industrial branches of the school in
the most prlmllle manner about half a

Tim mii hiiidix
dozen Ikivs then rievnlln themselves to
turning out the simplest cf boxe by
hand The proceeds from th work of this
factory Ian ear to
J2S50 Another most important industrial
feature of the school Is the manual train-
ing establishment

Dr Shalltnberger olscriM In his last
to the board of trustees in

regard to the Industrial opportunities
lIlded four have ecual opportunities provided

between and bos One ct r
andin

and

of

and

In

this

their daily occupation Is largel
termined b the the manifest
whether It be in domestic agricultural or
mechanical labor To care well for a
horse and to drive him acceptably to his
employer Is better for the Individual boy
than for him to idgnally fall in any forced
effort he ma malic to accomplish Impos-
sibilities tn a higher class of labor We
find many however who take naturally to
the saw and plane who prefer the
square and compass to cither the milk
pall or the hoe and who at home In
the shop than on a farm Hence it
Is alwa8 safe when at all possible to
provide them with cmplovment suited to
their varied incllnctions Thlc we try to
do lielieting it lobe In their interest and
for their present and future benefit

The shoo shon which Is In reality a
manufactor il considerable size supplies
tho entire school with shoes through the
labor of the beys themselves and the
specimens of vork which It turns out
would do credit to anj factory in the
rountrj Of course all these Industrial
branches of the scho arc under tho
charge of trained artisans in the
particula- - branch which they superin-
tend but the actual work Is done b the
pupils

The tamll building besides containing
the schoolroom Is the headquarters or the
pupil where he retires alter the das
labor and Instruction and no cleaner or
better appointed abode can be imagined
The dormitories are models at neatness
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the outbuildings having been destroed
This danger is well guarded agalust at
present electric communications exist be ¬

tween all tnc buildings and an alarm ran
be rung rrom an point visited the

householder

to this family buildings erected
during Dr Shallenbergers superinten-
dence aro as nearl fireproot as buildings
can be made while alterations with the
same design have made In oder

Tbe later erections have
to conrorm In architectural stje

those
occuplng It doe commanding

jtobltlon upon me summ
graded picturesque
appearance from Bladeusburg road
The has been dug for

a chapel but appropriations
arc needed carry the work

The leisure of pupils are
b reading is an instructive

llbrar In connexion with main build-

ing from whlca boys books
but are not limited to tho mors
weight of knowledge
lcals and magazines are received by the
superintendent from various sources whveh
he distributes bos

The schoolrooms are large apartments
comprising greater portion ot the first
floors the famll buildings and provid-

ing as well as the room ft

arc recruited rrom prisoners
captured In Oklahoma and

They do not a rule conve In
Ircst Idea ot travo
and when engaged In conning their books
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school does not aim even In the more ad
vanced to teach all that Is taught
In the Dititel public schools ror docs it
ever compete with them even
In the higher branches of a purl
education

It Is sufficient for our average popula-

tion Dr Sballenbcrgcr savs If we ran
give to It the or a thorough train-
ing in such practical lessons as will best
serve to fit it for a good Stirling point In

this every lay business world aro
always number or very clever bos In

tho school of this District there are
also man others who are here because
thc arc truants rrom their home schools

i i
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and others mentally dull never
come to front Id their studies Among
this latter class often bos are found who
are not wanting In habits of Industry who
secure their promotions for faithful service
and obedience to rules hut fall from want
or rapacity to advance with their

In the school This class ot pupils
has been more the object oT special atten-
tion Kver individual Is psrsomll con
sildfred and his iossibilitles In every
available line tested The result of such
treatment Is held in good favor

Legal holldas arc all rpproprlately ob
served in School and the boys
look forward to these events with no lit-
tle interest and expcelation

The mar It Is observed rev-
erence the da nor even fullv uudertand
the occasion for these observ
ances but the can tell ou if he balls
and bats provided for their rivorltc games
are ot regulation pattern and ot
standard quail is this kind ot
knowledge regarded by means de-

spicable As rule it Is considered that
the boy who has physical and
ablllt lo on the playground is
seldom round at tlc toot or his class In
the scl oolroom

Another regular for rejoicing
In the school Is visitors day upon which
the bos meet their relatives who may
wish to see them Tfcij da Is set upon
tho first In each ror
white boys and the second Tuesday ror
the colored The occasion turnlshcs a
lively scene in tho large hall In the main
building Tfcc matrons sit uron an ele
vated stage beaming upon assembled
multitude who divided Into numerous
little arc tcoroughly cngtosscd In
their own affairs Here part Is talking
and laughing in the pleasure or reunion
while again poor woman ma be seen ex
hortlrg her sen cjrnestl to to the see
ot a better and more hopeful lire In

midst of apparent gen ral gaiety
ot these nt etings Is revealed many a sad
storv and the contcmplat them
is often filled with pit ror tho sorrow
ot the while he deplores the obdu- -
rac child vet the hope Inspired
hy the excellent resjlts accornpl hel by
the Reform School seems alwajs present
and there arc ten Instances where these
tall desired end

SAVED FROM THE PLUMBER

Invention OuM Despot
lrniu 1

I rom the Cliit Ao Uruld
The Imperious depoi with his soldering

can who takes a first mortgage on our
homes when a water ripe hursts I3 abotifIfir til-- I nn on nv - 11 10 ue uuncu uuui inn pmce 01 isiwcr

der with hose reel with water onKr the timorous get
plug at convenient stations rurjlsh a M knees and implore this lord of the
means ot dctense which can be put In lead pipe cinch to bo contented with the
operation In ver tbort time In Jddltion Pno and Mlvrware as a reward tor a
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iew hours work Neither will this great
mogul ot the pipes divide Our years In ¬
come with the walking delegate who fixes

price oi our deliverance
In other wotds we will oon be able to

give the plumber what Is In the
street vernacular as merry ha ha

with betore existing and the whole According to statement or a te hnltal

genu
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foundation erec-

tion of furthei
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journal a Cerman inventor las produce 1

a pipe that will not burst b freezing Th
tlpe Is deslzncd to prevent burning by
providing an opporlunlt ror its expan ¬

sion by cold Into the Iron pipe there is
Inserted a ncoml narrower pipe of thin
sheet tin or lead which Is filled with an

substance This Insertion remains
unaffected b ordinary pressure but if ¬

cold Bhould cause the water to
freeze the insertion Is compressed
as much as the volume of water Is In

by freezing In thawing the In-

sertion
¬

expands again to Its original cir-
cumference

¬

and the pipe Is uninjured
With such pipes as these In a house It Is

easy to Eec that every man could be his
own plumber and tbc only tool ho would
need Is a kettle of hot water But uch

couM not be put In without a des- -

rull three times the present number ot perato struggle with the National Asso- -
pupils Mar of the most advanced clssj elation of Amalgamated Plunder

Indian Term-
or
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the
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the

clastic
ex-

treme
elastic

crersed

pipes

Plumb- -
ers The pipes would have to hf sneaked
In at nlpht

It could hardly be expected that the
plumbers would peacctully submit to an
outrage of this character that threat

or reading alojd appear particularly peace- - ened to drive them to work for a living
tblo and studious There Is In common same as bankers anu rallna presidents
with all schools a spltlt or emulation But once In a man could be master or his
manirest and a general desire among the own pipes and give the laugh of defnnee
pupils to distinguish thcmtelves The to the fallen plumber plutocrats

Waim Winters Xo Inilicaion of
llnilical Climatic Changes

No VlrtroroloKtcnl Mr iis of Altcrn
tloiit in Vfiiiosnlipi ic sleiii rlif
Opinions of Sni s t liclinlile

Ii Itlrnllonft Ailinmm 1 nnlilc to
lpet steins of the Inlvirne

Tbc records or theAVcather nurcau show
that the present winter has been so far
rather W3rmcr than ihc average Wo
have had said a pronjinent offlclai o the
Burciu other winters equally warm and
the present season In isome parts ot the
country has been about norravl The
weather In New lfujSond and throughout
the Lake regions has been particularly
mild and pleasant especially during No¬

vember which month usually brings rath ¬

er severe storms IrthoLake neighborhood
Owing to the mildness of the weather
navigation on the Great Lakes during this
season was not Interrupted as early as
usual Vessels continued to run during
the wbolijof Xov ember and the first hair
or Dwember without hindrance a very
unusdl condition of affairs and In mark-
ed

¬

contrast with tho corresponding period
a jear apo

Last winter began with violent storms
in October and November and the weather
continued stormy during the greatpr part
of th season Thus far there have teen
no really severe cold waves or disastrous
storms along the coast end few it tny
casualties have been reported among the
shipping Along the Pacific Coast there
has been an abundance of rainfall a con-

dition
¬

very gratlflng to the residents ot
that part or the countr The last three
yearn were ver dry In this region and
the supply ot water for Irrigation and even
domestic purposes had been reduced to a
low chb The rainfalls or the present sea ¬

son have about replenished the supply
and thf immense agricultural Interests of
that part of the countr have consequently
benefited greatl

Only n rcw years ago the Impression
was current that the climate or the Atlan-
tic

¬

coast was changing owing to a arla
tlon In the direction of the Guir Stream

flippy -- mm ttj -
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This was only one of the many false no-

tions
¬

derived from the fact that varia-
tion

¬

in average boat cold arc very ap-

parent
¬

In some seasons as compared with
others

Prof Willis Moore Chler of the
Weather Bureau in a resent report ex-

presses
¬

the opinion that so far as can be
ascertained there has been no radical al-

teration
¬

in the weathec conditions of this
minim from the earliest nerlods nf Its
hlstnr up to the present time that is toTj

he finds reason to believe that while
one or even more seasons may disclose
ver sensible differences with previous

cars there has been no permanent vari-

ation
¬

of atmospheric conditions which
would warrant the statement tiiat the cli ¬

mate had undergone any alteration
1 hi- - Opinion of n Mikc

Thomas Jerfcrson writing in 17S1 said
change in climate Is taking place

very sensibly Both heat and cold are be-

coming
¬

much more moderate within the
menior ot even the middle aged Snows
are lcsi rrcquent and less deep They do
not often lie bclon the mountain more
than one two or three daS and very
rarely a week Thc snows are remember ¬

ed to have been formerly frequent deep
and of long continuance The elderly In-

form
¬

me that the earth used to be covered
with snow about three months In every
car
Prof Moore writes But Jefferson and

his neighbors were mistaken Never dur-
ing

¬

the period or authentic history has the
snow covered the ground In Virginia the
State where Jefferson made his observa-
tions

¬

for periods averaging three month
per year lor three ears In succession The
old inhabitants ot Jeficrsons time were
like those or todaj tlie remembered only
the abnormalities ot the climate or twent
flvc or flfl jears before nnd In compar
Irg the usual conditions 0 long ago with
the average ot the present were deceived
I hac known Intelligent and truthful
men publicl to declare that the knew
from icrspnal recollection that the cli-

mate
¬

of their particular places of residence
had changed since the were boys that
the had reliable landmarks to show thj
the streams were drying up that rain and
snowfalls were becoming less rrcquent and
that the winters were becoming milder
nolv Ithstandlng the tact that careful
taken observations of temperature and
rain for each da for the previous hundred
years showed no alteration of climate at
such places Of course wide variations
sometimes extending over periods of sev-

eral
¬

cars had occurred but a deficit at
one time was made up ban excess at
another

Professor Moore believes that no sensi-

ble
¬

change has taken place far as can
be ascertained In the climatic conditions
of an part of the world since the begin ¬

ning of its hlstor Quite accurate recorls
of the opening ot navigation in the rivers
ot Kurope and oi the time or vintages ror
five hundred years show no change in the
average dita or the first ten years as com-

pared
¬

with the average of the last ten and
the date palm the vine and the fig tree
flourish as luvurlanU toda In Palestine
as the did In thcdais of Moses Dried
plants have been taken from the mummy
cases or the Phanfthsfe cacti similar to
those now IloiirlshlnRipon the soil once
the abiding places of those ancient mon
archs

It was noted In this country several
vcars ago when the ticjo oi foreign Immi-
gration

¬

was strong that there were sev-

eral
¬

ears ot rather miv e than average
rainfall In regions that theretofore had
had little peclpltatlon These two condi-

tions
¬

were coincident sys Prof Moore
by mere accident but tbe fact probabl

gave rise to tho fheor that civilization
brings an Increase in precipitation It was
thought at the- tlm referred to that th
I reaklng or the virgin soil making It more
permeable-- and thereby conserving the
scant dcrosit or moisture tho planting ot

trees and the propagation ot vegetation
by restricting the sun off and by drawing
up the moisture trom below the surface or
the ground through roots the enormous
quantity ot aqueous vapor Injected Into
the air by the combustion Incident to n
teeming population had all combined to
increase the rainfall and to render the
sub arid plains more responsive to tho
labors ot the husbandman

It Is to be regretted Pror Moore saya
that this beautiful theory cannot be sup¬

ported b tact but n moments thought
will Indicate to the rnysiclst that the vol
time or superincumbent air Is great and
Its capacity tor retaining moiturc so enor-
mous

¬

that the additional vapor ot water
evaporated as above described great
though It be is Ineffectual to change ap ¬

preciably the amount of rainfall which na
lure beforehand had ordained should be
precipitated The slie or continental areas
the topography or the latd surracc the
provlmity or large bodies or water and
the direction or the prevailing winds are
all factors In determining the weather con-

ditions
¬

of a region and these of course
are not subject to radical alterations -- in
their nature except perhaps In long ge-

ologic
¬

periods Thus If the Kocky Mount ¬

ains could be lowered to the height of tho
Appalachian chain the vapor laden winds
from the Pacific would blow Inland and
probably cause copious rainfall as far ea3t
as Colorado Western Kansas and West-
ern

¬

Nebraska
Science owes the discovery of the ro-

tary
¬

motion of storms and the laws gov-

erning
¬

their progression to Benjamin
franklin whose recognition of these data
long before an one had ever seen any
charts seems scarcely less than prophetic
Franklins discovery was perhaps of great ¬

er sclentllc Importance than his act of
drawing the llghtniag from the clouds and
Identirying It with tho electricity or the
laboratory yet his contemporaries thought
little ot his philosophy ot storms and It
was soon forgotten This determining of
tho path of storms and their centres Is
even now the most valuable feature in tho
work of the Weather Bureau

At the time or the rounding or the first
or the thirteen colonics at Jamestown in
1607 practically nothing was known of the
properties ot the air or of methods for
measuring its phenomena Today at about
2C0 hundred stations In America electri-
cally

¬

recording automatic meteorological
Instruments measure and transcribe tor
each moment ot time the temperature the
air pressure the velocity and direction
ot the wind the beginning or rainfall the
anlount of precipitation and tbe sunshine
or cloud
Scope of the Wcnilirr Iliirenii Work

The vast region now included in tho
scope ot the Weather Bureau system ot
observations embraces Canada and the

VI VM

01

L

sa

A

so

so

Guir of Mexico the whole having an area
extending 2000 miles north and south
3000 miles east and west and so fortu-
nately

¬

located for the operations of the
the scientist as to include an important arc
on the cireumpolar thoroughfare ot storm3
of the Northern Hemisphere Simultane-
ous

¬

observations are made twee dally
from tbc stations distributed throughout
this great area and reported by telegraph
at once lo the main office n Washington

This gives the bureau a eoniplete record
ot atmospheric conditions ever the entire
couutry and calculation determines tbe
location or storm centers the probability
or cold waves and or rair or unpleasant
weather Nowhere else In the world can
the meteorologist find such onportunlties
ror the study or storm and atmospheric
changes The widely differing elevation
topography temperature humidity and
aridity ot the gigantic area under observa-
tion

¬

offer unequaled conditions Tor the
study of tho phases ot storm development
and progression o far as such can be
profitably studied from the bottom of the
great ocean surrounding the earth

The great winter storms which originate
south of the Japanese Islands arc objects
ot no little observation by the Weather
Bureau These alter crossing the Pacific
Ocean successively surmount the Rock
Mountains with hut little diminution of
energ sweep across the continent with In-

creasing
¬

rorre ami within t ree days pass
over our Atlantic seaboard and heard
trom occasional three das later as
boreal ravagers of Northern Europe

1roKrrsslv Viilni of forteiisls
Prof Moore says In 1ST0 an for some

years thereafter our forecasts and storm
warnings were looked upon b the press
and the people more as experiments than
as serious statement The newspapers
especially were prone to comment faceti-
ously

¬

on the forecasts nnd man were
clamorous for the abolition of the service
during the first years of its existence
There was some ground ror the criticisms
We knew uearl as much about the me ¬

chanics ot storms at that time as we do
toda but we hid not b a dally watch-
ing

¬

of the Inception the development aril
the prorcson of storms traltied n corps
of expert forecasters such as now form a
part or the btiff or the Chief or tbe
Weather Bureau and from which he him ¬

self was graduated After a time mari ¬

ners began to note that danger signals
were In the great major of cass fol-

lowed
¬

b heavv winds and they rcaned
that It were better to take precaution
against forecast storms that never came
than to be unprepared for thosj which did
come

It Is an acknoK lodged fact by the Weath-
er

¬

Bureau olfklals themselves that not-
withstanding

¬

the progress ot meteorologi-
cal

¬

sclcnco during the last hundred years
or so the art ot weather forecasting as it
exists ot present is based wholly upon
experimental data nor is fiere any Indi-
cation

¬

that the aecuraey attained by as-

tronomers
¬

in predicting at cclipC will
ever be achieved b the Weather Bureau

Vcttllnc 11 rrnt iirstion
I rom Hie Vlcniplns Commercial ppcil

It OU took a iM bill to the tank anil aaWd
the teller to Kiir ou 100 ikilUr bilb lor it jnd
he leM out the Brat till on the srourri tlut it
was no dollar and llien courtrd you out
ddljr bills for jour tomplete ilW wlut would
you Hunk if oii were told to luM down the
Vmesiean ILie liter ou had paid OikJ0OO tor
tlr privilege of tiling ll in tic Prilippmn even
admitting that O0111 Pant has not granted the
Outlanden lull politieal rihtI Of cuurse there
aie two sides to ivei question and we recog

mif full the value 1 1 I iiRlltt eitiliutlon ami
the importance of lliitisli pararwnntcy In toiith
Africa tut even it Oom Paul doe coaunn tno
gallon ol Iscr a ila and ilcs a knife ti shovel
pie that dw lot prove that VevilnalJo In
taitine at tt 0 imlr post could hae traveled

several eentur runs ol W miles cacti It there w
any flaw in this reasenms we diould be slad to
have it punted out but we are satisfied in ail

vince that our position u aimply unavailable

STORIES TOLD BY GUIDES

nrnn Spun Ont hy 1 ootlamelt of tlie
Aillronilnek

The recent meeting of the members of
the Browns Tract Guides Associa ¬

tion at Boonevllle N Y was one ot the
merriest gatherings of these men of the
wodds ever held They had a fund of
good stories and after the regular business
of the meeting bad been transacted all
Joined In a social session with enthusiasm
The meeting of the guides this year was
one ot the biggest ever held by them In
the association there are fifty three active
and one hundred and fifty assoctite mem ¬

bers All the members arc not guides by
any means There arc hotel nvn camp
owners of that part of the woods and vis-

iting
¬

sportsmen
At the last meeting of the association

there was Nelse Chandler of White Lake
Corners who had passed the greater part
of his life in the woods and who knows as
much about the habits of the wild game
In a minute as the books will teach In a
lifetime Nelse was accompanied by his
neighbor and companion on many a hunt-
ing

¬

excursion Bill Stell There arc a
very rew only who know more nbout the
woods than this same Stell MIlo Bull

Chick Brown Charley Barrett Ben Par-
sons

¬

Dave Charbonncu and Kill Burke
came down rrom Old Forge and represented
In a fair degree the different stations lu

i lire that exist In the membarshlp roll ot
tne association mere were aiso eiarry
Rlggs or Turin Dick Crego or Boone-
vllle

¬

Robert Roberts or Leydon who move I

from Remsen he said because there were so
many other Robert Robertses that he never
got his mall as It should come Dany
Alnsworth rather and son rrom Big Moose
and Gus Syphcrt who makes his home
In tho winter In Herkimer but who in the

f n fltnn Tlilnl Inlr Vnt
ton Chain wern nmnntr thp number

After the dinner had been done away
and set there J over a

followed a session or story telling By
way ot Introduction Charley Barrett told
a mild one Charley Is one of the most
mild mannered men one will meet In tbe
woods in a summers travel He has a
reputation for veracity among those who
know him and almost any kind of a story
that he might to would re- - lhp h lhrn h nniI -

ceiveti in good laim tnaney saia uoys
I once lost a trout that two
pounds nnd eight ounces

How did you know the exact weight
asked Oarty Riggs

You see It wa3 this way continued
Barrett I had been fishing on the stream
that comes down oft the mountain on the
south side ot Third Lake and came to a
waterfall I had been fishing about In that

I spot say twenty minutes when I felt a
strike We began the battle the fish nnd

I I nnd soon I was in the middle of the
I stream with the water up to the tops of
J my boots The bottom of the stream was

very rojgh and I tried to make for the
shore and at the same time I tried to land
that trout which was giving me a good
fight I staggered fell In a hole and was
nearly drowned In a minute The loose line
dropped from my left hand and I rolled
off Into a boiling torrent I was almost
helpless as the line became wound around
my body and I gained my tect with consid-
erable

¬

eoffrt I unwound the line from
me but tbe fish had broken Ioos He
weighed Just two pounds and eight ounces
though

Guess well have to take your word for
it was the shot fired by Ned Ball

Im positive of It said Barrett for
two months later 1 was fishing on that
same stream further down I hooked a
fish and he vas a spunky lighter I land-
ed

¬

him though end there was the Identi-
cal

¬
Oy In his mouth that I had lost on my

earlier trip That Is how I know about his
weight

lAhen Bill Stell bad finally been In-

dued
¬

to say something he started oft
The greatest fishing I ever saw was

when they drew the water oft Horn Pond
over near Jocks Lake Horn Pond was
considered to be the strangest fishing
grounds anywhere around About lh only
time that fish would bite was In the spring
when the Ice was breaking up Then we
used to catch some bis fellows Why I
remember one spell there we caught fish
trout st that that weighed three rounds
That was great fishing bojs but it was
not In It with the time they drew the wa-

ter
¬

off that pond You see that pond
finally became State property and It was
made a storage reservoir There was a
time when the water got very low and It
was necessary to draw the water oft Horn
Pond A Tew or us got around there to see
the tun We did not look ror any irout In
the pond as rone had been caught lately
and we thought the fish had run up into
the streams But there was a sight when
the water went down For a time nothing
was to be seen but the flow of the water

as it became lower and lower we
could see fish Jump up out of the water
and there seemed to he plenty ot them
We hastened down to the dam and you
should have seen the assortment of fish
hat went tho few boards that re

maned In the dam There schools
of fish of rearly every description We
got our fishing tackle out and soon caught
IDS Then tie fun stopped for the fish
had passed to other waters and other fish
crmen

The time they duaralted the Twin
Lakes continued Bill Stell was another
time fish numerous The Twin Lakes
were In tho purchase of the club which
sought to make It a private preserve and
tho manager of the club gave It out there
would be no more fishing In those lakes
for tho natlres that lived along the shore
and who had fished there for many years
For some of tho natives this was bread and
butter The fishing had always been very
good and some great catches of salmon
trout had been the result or the sport
Well one night somebody put dynamite
In that lake and touched It off Talk
about Dying fish wh there was never
anything like It before Fish and plpces
of fish were scattered along the shores of
those two lakes by that dynamite and
there has never been an- - fishing there
since

MIlo Bull told of an experience he and
his brother had while they were spearing
pickerel In a pond on bis fathers farm
formed the wlderlng or the stream that
flowed through the farm MIlo anil his
brother were In the habit of golug out at
night and spearing somo aood sized fish
with the aid of a huge light On this oc-

casion
¬

Milos brother was doing the row-

ing
¬

while held the spear and stuck
the finh when he saw them appear at the
head of the boat Suddenly Milos broth-
er

¬

stopped rowing and whispere d In an
awe stricken tone to look ahead MIlo
did so and there he paw two piercing black
eyes staring at the bo it and Its occupants
MIlo was startled He had no idea what
sort cf an animal or ereiture It was that
he saw The thing was evidently attracted
b the light and there w is no Immediate
danger from It Milo raided his spear and
asked his brother to row the boat slowly
and carefully along to the pa e where
the thing was The oarsni in did as he was
directed MIlo held the spenr poUed read
Tor instant action and waited until he
could get near enough to throw it He
saw the thing move and his blood almost
troze within him The oarmm had stop ¬

ped his work but the boat still continu d
Its rorwanl motion Frightened nearly
stiff MIlo gathered his and with
a great effort shot the spear at the huge
object that had now become distinct under
the rays of the light and its outline ap-

peared
¬

to be that of n bird The spear
sped truly and the bird was nailed as It
sought lo escape

The bird fell Into the water near the
stump where It had been sitting It was
gathered In the boat and then It was seen
that the spear had caught the wings The
extreme prong of the spear on one side
had fastened itself In the feathers of on
wing while the extreme tooth ot the spear
on the other side bad caught the other
wing The spear had been thrown Just
as the wings wero raised for flight and
caught them In the manner described Thw
bird was taken to the home of the Bull
and measured It wa3 found to nieasur
four feet eight Inches Trom the tip or one
wing to the tip or the other wing New
York Sun

Progress of Investigation Into
Their Kavaginp Character

nurnl Cna e Tliovtclil In Klst for
Their Icrloillrnl llrenrreiiir Hc
coverlrn of firrrtt Timber lnnls
After ContliiKrntlnno Thr Orlisln of
the flnires shrouded In vijerr

The Investigations ot the Forestry DI- -
rldlnn n9 Ik I

yMIVU w lc tf iiuriu isepariment
upon tnc suoject o rorest fires besides
resulting In obtaining valuable data re-

garding
¬

past devastations have presented
the subject h an entirely new light from
that In which It has hitherto been re ¬

garded
Althogh further data Is required to

fully establish the case It may be reason-
ably

¬

inferred Trora that already gathered
that these scourges of the rorest are pro
Visions or nature Tor the periodical renew ¬

ing ot certain kinds of trees sometimes ot
an entirely dLTi rent species

A typical lllu itrstlon ot the relation ot
fire to the exUtenre ot a great forest and
an Indication or Its powjr In determining
the kinds of trees of which the rorest Is
composed la round on the north side ot
he Olympic Mountains ot western Wash-

ington
¬

The magnificent forest about tho
base of this ranse would seem at a first
glance to be wholly untouched yet upon
close Inves Igation the fact Is shown that
the greater part of it has been burned

with the speeches were over within comparatively recent time

welghedJitt

over
were

MIlo

strength

Underneath and among the roots ot the
standing trees there Is a layer of char-

coal
¬

left by the fire that cleared the
ground for their occupation which may ba
brought to light by a little dlggUg or
which ran be seen with less trouble when

choose tell be nVn

I

but

were

b

exposed the earth In which they stood
Here Is a perfect example says Mr

fit ff mri IMnchnt avnarf fnpodliirs nt IISa
I Agricultural Department ot the entire

recovery of a forest after Its apparent de-

struction
¬

by fire but the case has yet an ¬

other Interest The red fir Is tho most
Important timber tree ot that forest
through which It Is Very widely scattered
It Is a curious tact that In a recent ex-

haustive
¬

exploration there was not to bo
found a single seedling or this tree under
the rorest cover Yet wherever thero
was an opening cleared by fire they wero
plentiful This seems to show although
further evldeuce Is being awaited by me
that the composition of this great for ¬

est Is largely determined by fire
Perhaps the most apparent fact In con-

nection
¬

with forest fires Is their fre ¬

quency In all wooded regions and their
vicinity the7 form a large Item of nova
gosJp and accounts ot their ravages aro
belig constantly brought to public atten-
tion

¬

Few forest regions escape and by
far the greater part of the whole wooded
area of the country bears tho marks ot
fire Still the fact remains that the for ¬

ests have not disappeared They havo
been ravaged In some casps hundreds ot
times yet they still flourls- - and will la
all probab lity continue to do 10 The
homecoming of the forest to land from
which it haj disappeared Is often a very
slow and delicate process but In the end
lome sort ot forest cover may bo counted
on to take the place of that which Is
gone Hence It is that tho devastating
fires which have swept over this country
for centuries nave not succeeded In leaving
it barren of trees

btud of Forest Fires
It is only lately that the study of forest

fires In this country bs engaged the a
tentlcn of scientists as the investigation j

1 are now being carried on by the Agricul

tural Department the subject Is divided
Into two parts one largely statistical tho
other dealing with the natural hUtory of
the fires About neither ot them has a
satisfactory volume of facU been gathered
although much more is known of the dam ¬

age they do and the area they cover than
of tho details of tiir behavior and the ef¬

fects they have on he ill the trees and
the general charaicr ot the forest Tho
records of fires for the most part aro
found only in the forests themselves In
the vast number of scattered references
to them In tbe newspapers and In tho
statistical files of Insurance companies
whose roliclcs directly or Indirectly they
affect It Is chiefly from thse sources that
the Agricultural Department is githerlng
a valuable reord of the number date
extent and d mage of the fires which
both before at since the advent ot tha
white man have swept from time to timo
throughout the forests of AmerLa

Commencing with the year lio t I 133
volumes of newspapers hve been examin-
ed

¬

and in addition to these about 300 oth-
er

¬

records When ths record Is complete
It will furnish the best available means
for estimating the prodigious loss yearly
suffered by the country from forest fires
and at tbe same time will show more
clearly than Is possible at present tho
dangerous zones the centres trom which
Ires spread and the relative derec la

which particular localities throughout tho
country have already been heavy losers la
the past or lire likely to reed special pre-

cautions
¬

In the future It Is true ot
course that the great danger belts are al ¬

ready known and tha the people who livo
In places spec illy exposed to fire are al ¬

ready acquainted with he risks they rim
but until the record ot fires Is far more
complete thau It 13 at nresent many oj
the facts vitally needed to provide against
loss or to awaken public sentiment will
remain out ot reach r any but local en-

quiry
¬

Little Known ol Tlirlr nlnre
Beyond the somewhat trite fact that they

burn and do indefirlte damage nothing is
practically known about the real nature of

forest fires except what can be reasona ¬

bly Inferred from the slight data already
gathered How they move over the ground

in wet nnd dry wcahtr how thy aro
helped and hindered how Ihey affect the
soil what harm they do the standing trees
and how they affect the reproduction
of the forest and determine the kinds
of trees of which it Is m de up all these
questions aro as great an enigma to tho
scientist as mey are 1 ine less luioreti
observor Ileld work for the purpose ot
throwing light upon these questions is
now in progress In various parts of t10
country and the Agricultural Department
hopes to gather tin amount ot valuably
data

It may fairly 6e asked says an emi-
nent

¬

scientific authority what is tho
practical value if such studies as the his-
tory

¬

and nature of these forest fires The
answer Is that every kin I of knowledge
of an enemy may be used against ulni
TI1U3 if It Is learned that in a certain re ¬

gion fire travels in a wedge shaped mass
with the fiercest heat and most rapid prog ¬

ress at the point It follows that the plaeo
tn attack It is at tho point of tho wedg
and that the ordinary niehod of attacking
the wings Is simply a waste of time In
it similar way an accurate knowledge ot
Ihc greit damage which follows hast and
unwise back firing In any given rcg on will
be et use In suppressing It The study ot
how the fires burn yields direct assistance
to the men whose homes lie In the threat ¬

ened dlttrlct In a somewhat different
way the historieal stud of flre3 will be of
use for vvh it rcr helps to call attention
to the magnitude of an evil also helps t
weaken Its capcclty for harm It the vast
destruction forest flrca havo occasioned
can be brought tLoroughl homo to tho
public mind In terc 1 of lives lost homes
destroyed id weilth gene up la smoke
a factor of 00 vblc rower will be set to
work la bringing alaut the final extinc ¬

tion of this gigantic leakage of the na-

tional
¬

resources


